New Hampshire Liberty Alliance (NHLA)

Annual Membership Meeting Minutes

for Aug 15, 2010
1. Call To Order

(a) Chairman Mark Warden called to order the annual membership meeting of the NHLA at 1:15 pm on Aug 15, 2010 at Keith A.’s house in New Boston.

(b) Mark welcomed and thanked everyone for attending and summarized the goals of the annual meeting as well as to hear from the membership different ideas and suggestions of how we can improve the NHLA.

(c) Mark publicly thanked Keith and Susan A. for hosting this year’s annual meeting.

2. Secretary’s Report – Paul, Comeau, Jr.
(a) Paul reported that the Civic Action Fund has been very active this past year with donations to different organizations such as Scholars’ Academy in Manchester and Jen’s Friends in North Conway as well as fellow N.H. people who suffered a tragedy in their life due to loss of home and possessions caused by fire or in the case of the young girl in Londonderry who lost her arms and legs to a severe infection.  Paul also announced that should anyone know of similar organizations or families in need of money to send an email to secretary@nhliberty.org. 

(b) Paul reported that the NHLA does have a sign on Route 4 in Lee as part of the N.H. Adopt a Highway program.  The sign is free so long as the NHLA agrees to do four litter cleanups during the spring-summer-fall season on a two-mile stretch of road from the Lee traffic circle east.  The NHLA has had one cleanup, which took place in June, however more are need.  Paul put the call out for more volunteers to organize another cleanup so that the NHLA does not lose the sign.

(c) Paul reported that the monthly electronic newsletter has had a featured addition added to it over the past year called ‘Other Activism’ in which the goal is to cross promote and work with other organizations to help strengthen the liberty message.  

(d) Paul reported that the minutes for all the NHLA Board meetings are available online for the membership to review.  They can be accessed under the “Records” link on the left hand side of the website.  

3. Treasurer’s Report – Steve Villee

(a) Steve reported that the NHLA has three funds (Operations, Political Action Committee, and Civic Action).  He explained that the PAC fund is for campaign contributions and that donors need to provide us with certain information for donations made over $25.  He explained that the Operations fund is for everything else.  

(b) Steve reported that for the past year, membership fees for Full and Lifetime Members go directly into the PAC unless the member opts out.  He noted that the donation page on the website has been revamped to reflect this change.  Sandy explained that Steve provides a financial statement for each month that members can request.  Paul noted that the totals of each account are listed in the newsletter.

4. Membership Director’s Report – Keith Ammon

(a) Keith reported that our membership numbers increased dramatically in 2009 because of the Glenn Beck interview with Rep. Dan Itse and that most of those enthusiastic people are not necessarily active with the NHLA although they are still counted as a member.  He explained that there is an effort right now to cleanup the database and not to be surprised if there is a sharp drop in our numbers.  The date that this might take place is February 2011, two years after the interview which is the membership length of a basic member.

(b) Keith reported the efforts made at different functions held over the year such as Liberty Forum, PorcFest, CNHT Picnic, etc.  Keith announced that the Deerfield Fair is coming up and we are looking for volunteers to man the table.

(c) Keith reported on our outreach attempts to other groups to help increase liberty activism base such as the Tea Party groups, 912 groups, education groups; property rights groups, vaccination choice groups, etc.  

5. Political Action Director’s Report –Rep. Joel Winters
(a) Joel reported that the NHLA does provided opportunities to educate people about liberty and government in the way of giving tour of the State House and how the political process works in order to be an effective activist.  Joel also mentioned that the NHLA provides other courses such as how to testify and how to read and review bills to help people identify bills that will have an impact on liberty.  

(b) Joel explained what the Gold Standard is and that it is having an effect on the legislators.  That our activists are well informed and can provide a coherent, intelligent liberty argument, which helps the organization and our effectiveness.

(c) Joel reported on the 2010 Liberty Ratings explaining that this year was the first year we were able to have such a high volume of roll call bills to use and that it covered a wide range of issue.  After the numbers were crunched, there were no extremely high or low grades.  Joel explained the process of how bills are rated for the Liberty Rating.

6. Research Director’s Report – Jeremy Olson

(a) Jeremy reported on the Gold Standard committee and process of compiling data for the publication.  

(b) Jeremy reported on the Bill Review committee and system.  He explained the many different improvements he made on the system.

(c) Jeremy reported on the IT committee and who’s involved.

7. Chairman’s Report – Sandy Pierre

(a) Mark reported on the NHLA appearing in the Hippo newspaper and in the Union Leader.  He also acknowledged and thanked Andrew M. for writing all of our press releases.  Mark put out the call for those who might be interested in doing more of the same.

(b) Mark reported on the upcoming Board elections in September.  He announced that the Chairman and Research Director positions are up for re-election.  Mark informed the members that nominations are still open for anyone interested in taking a more active role in the organization and that the election will be held online during the last two weeks of September. 

(c) Mark introduced two of the candidates for Chair and gave them the floor to provide a small campaign speech.  

(d) Mark acknowledged Jim D. of Liberty Books in Concord who hosts our monthly Board meetings and announced our NHLA/Amazon affiliate program.

8. Vice Chairman’s Report – Sandy Pierre

(a)
Sandy reported on the “Don’t Touch Issues” debate that took place early this year.  She explained how this debate got started, what steps the Board took to resolve it, and what the outcome was.  Paul asked Sandy how many members officially discontinued their membership as a result of the policy.  Sandy reported that only one member quit.  

9. Adjournment

(a)
The meeting adjourned at 3:30pm.










